
CATCA GOES TO THE EU TO LOBBY FOR THE CANADIAN SEALS! 

 
As a result of the total lack of interest from our Canadian Government to the opinions of the Canadian 
public about the seal hunt, fifteen months ago CATCA launched an awareness campaign targeting the 
Polish Government. This turned out to be very positive, so 13 months ago, CATCA launched and 
coordinated an international campaign together with anti sealing groups in Europe and Canada. 
 
Our goal has been to target all Ministries of Environment at the European Union, and all the EU 
Parliamentarians, to explain them what really happens during the seal hunt and why this hunt can't be 
done in a humane way. We want these decision makers to support the total ban on the trade of 
Canadian seal products (or even better of all seal products and derivatives) at the European Union 
(there is a very important upcoming decision coming in February at the European Parliament and 
Council, that could end the seal hunt in Canada between the next 4-7 years). 
 
If the ban on the trade of seal products (from Canada and also from the seals killed for fur in Russian, 
Namibia, Greenland and Norway) is approved, this would harm quite a lot the trade on seal products 
and the Canadian seal hunt particularly. The sealers are getting barely any money from the seal hunt 
now. It is risky and the weather conditions are extreme, so this is what has the power to end it up once 
and for all. The Atlantic Canadian fisheries are also getting the pressure for the Seafood Boycott that has 
made them lost millions of dollars in revenue. 
 
During 2008, our President and Founder Ericka Ceballos went 3 times to Europe, relaying on the good 
will of fellow animal colleagues and volunteers, who sent us whatever they could to pay for these trips.  
 
CATCA doesn't get any funding due that we lobby against our Canadian Government openly for the 
seals, whales and Polar bears. However so far we have succeeded in lobbying in person with the 
majority of the decision makers in Europe for over three years, thanks to the generosity and 
involvement of many people all over the world. 
 
CATCA was created over 20 years ago in Europe, to promote awareness and support international, 
national and local campaigns against animal abuse. 
 
 Check our website: www.catcahelpanimals.org to do your share to stop animal cruelty worldwide. 
  
PLEASE GO TO: Seal campaign in Europe (last and recent webpage: 
www.catcahelpanimals.org/sealseuropa.html), to know what it's going on there and updates of our 
campaign in Europe and go to "2009  seal campaigns" page for our latest e-mail campaign: 
http://catcahelpanimals.org/2009sealcampaign.html 
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CATCA SEAL TOURS AT THE EUROPEAN UNION 
 
Dear all,  
  
First, I want to say thank you to all of you who have supported me this year for the CATCA SEAL 
TOURS to Europe. 
  
For all these Seal Tours at the EU, I want to thank from the bottom of my heart to all the people 
who made this almost impossible trip a reality, starting with Dr Andrzej Kepel (PTOP 
Salamandra of Poland), Brendan Price and the Irish Seal Sanctuary, Mark Beazley and the Irish 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, Annelise Sorg, Bruce Foerster of Victoria Save 
the Seals, Bernard from Friends of Animals Croatia, Diane of Harpseals.org,  Rosa from the Anti 
Fur Society, Carl Schlyter and to all the other fantastic colleagues, members of the governments 
and supporters who helped me one way or the other to go to Europe or supported us in this 
last crusade for the Canadian seals. 
  
And last but not least, to all my contacts in the governments in Europe who helped me to 
arrange these meetings with the Decision Makers during this and the last three Tours for the 
seals this year. 
  
To all of you a BIG Thank You! 
  
Best regards, 
Ericka Ceballos 
  
 

 
 
 

 

CCAATTCCAA  FFIIRRSSTT  SSEEAALL  TTOOUURR  IINN  EEUURROOPPEE  
((FFeebbrruuaarryy--MMaarrcchh  22000088))  

  

WWee  aarree  ggllaadd  ttoo  aannnnoouunnccee  tthhaatt  CCAATTCCAA  jjuusstt  rreettuurrnneedd  ffrroomm  lloobbbbyyiinngg  ffoorr  tthhee  sseeaallss  aanndd  wwhhaalleess  iinn  EEuurrooppee..  

    

TThhee  ccaammppaaiiggnn  wwaass  ffooccuusseedd  iinn  PPoollaanndd,,  EEnnggllaanndd  aanndd  IIrreellaanndd..  EErriicckkaa  wwaass  tthheerree  ffoorr  tthhrreeee  wweeeekkss  lloobbbbyyiinngg..    
IInn  EEnnggllaanndd  sshhee  wwaass  ttaallkkiinngg  ttoo  NNGGOO''ss  aanndd  DDeecciissiioonn  MMaakkeerrss  ooff  sseevveerraall  EEuurrooppeeaann  UUnniioonn  mmeemmbbeerr  ccoouunnttrriieess,,  

aabboouutt  tthhee  bbaann  oonn  tthhee  ttrraaddee  ooff  CCaannaaddiiaann  sseeaall  pprroodduuccttss..  

    

AAss  aa  rreessuulltt,,  tthhiiss  wweeeekk  CCAATTCCAA  wwiillll  ssttaarrtt  nneeww  ccaammppaaiiggnnss  wwiitthh  EEUU  ccoouunnttrriieess  iinn  EEuurrooppee  tthhaatt  aarree  qquuiittee  iinntteerreesstt  

iitt  iinn  tthhee  bbaann..  AAss  wweellll,,  CCAATTCCAA  wwiillll  ppuusshh  tthhee  iissssuuee  wwiitthh  ssoommee  ccoouunnttrriieess  tthhaatt  aarree  aallrreeaaddyy  ppllaannnniinngg  ttoo  aaddoopptt  

tthhee  bbaann  aatt  aa  NNaattiioonnaall  lleevveell..  

    

CCAATTCCAA  aallssoo  wwiillll  llaauunncchh  aa  nneeww  ccaammppaaiiggnn  ttoo  ggeett  mmoorree  ddeelleeggaattiioonnss  sseenndd  ttoo  tthhee  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  WWhhaalliinngg  

CCoommmmiissssiioonn  iinn  33  mmoonntthhss  ttiimmee  iinn  CChhiillee,,  aanndd  wwiillll  uussee  tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  ggeett  mmoorree  ssuuppppoorrtt  ffoorr  tthhee  EEUU  SSeeaall  

pprroodduuccttss  bbaann..  

    

IInn  PPoollaanndd,,  DDrr  AAnnddrrzzeejj  KKeeppeell  ffrroomm  SSaallaammaannddrraa  oorrggaanniizzeedd  aann  eevveenntt  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  tthhee  oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss  VViivvaa  

aanndd  EEmmppaatthhiiaa,,  ffoorr  CCAATTCCAA  ttoo  mmeeeett  nnaattiioonnaall  mmeeddiiaa..  MMrr..  KKeeppeell  aallssoo  oorrggaanniizzeedd  ootthheerr  mmeeeettiinnggss  ffoorr  CCAATTCCAA  



wwiitthh  PPaarrlliiaammeennttaarriiaannss,,  MMaarriinnee  SScciieennttiissttss,,  rreeggiioonnaall  mmeeddiiaa  aanndd  NNGGOO''ss..  SSoo  ffaarr,,  tthhiinnggss  aarree  ggooiinngg  rreeaallllyy  wweellll  

tthheerree  ffoorr  tthhee  sseeaall  pprroodduuccttss  bbaann  aanndd  wwee  aarree  aallssoo  uurrggiinngg  PPoollaanndd  ttoo  sseenndd  aa  ddeelleeggaattiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  nneexxtt  IIWWCC..  

    

AA  BBIIGG  TTHHAANNKK  YYOOUU  ttoo  DDrr..  AAnnddrrzzeejj  KKeeppeell  ffoorr  aallll  hhiiss  vveerryy  hhaarrdd  wwoorrkk,,  aammaazziinngg  ddeeddiiccaattiioonn  ttoo  tthhiiss  bbaann  aanndd  ffoorr  

hhiiss  ffaannttaassttiicc  hhoossppiittaalliittyy..    

    

AAllssoo  II  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  eexxtteenndd  mmyy  ddeeeepp  ggrraattiittuuddee  ttoo  BBoorryyss  KKaallaa  ffoorr  hhiiss  vvaalluuaabbllee  hheellpp  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhiiss  

ccaammppaaiiggnn..  TThhaannkk  yyoouu  CCeezzaarryy,,  DDaarreekk,,  KKaattaarrzzyynnaa,,  IIwwoonnaa  aanndd  aallll  ooff  yyoouu  iinnvvoollvveedd  iinn  WWaarrssaaww..  IItt  wwaass  vveerryy  nniiccee  

ttoo  mmeeeett  yyoouu..  YYoouu  aarree  ddooiinngg  aa  ggrreeaatt  jjoobb  oovveerr  tthheerree!!  

    

IInn  tthhee  RReeppuubblliicc  ooff  IIrreellaanndd,,  MMrr..  BBrreennddaann  PPrriiccee  ffrroomm  tthhee  IIrriisshh  SSeeaall  SSaannccttuuaarryy  wwaass  tthhee  ppeerrssoonn  wwhhoo  kkiinnddllyy  

oorrggaanniizzeedd  tthhee  CCAATTCCAA  sseeaall  aaccttiivviittiieess  tthheerree..  TThhee  IISSSS  aanndd  tthhee  IISSPPCCAA  ffuullllyy  ssuuppppoorrtteedd  tthhiiss  ccaammppaaiiggnn..    

    

TToo  BBrreennddaann,,  MMaarryy,,  OOrrllaa  aanndd  CCoorrmmaacckk,,  PPaauulliinnee,,  LLaauurreenn  aanndd  aallll  tthhee  vvoolluunntteeeerrss  aatt  tthhee  IIrriisshh  SSeeaall  SSaannccttuuaarryy,,  

TTHHAANNKK  YYOOUU  ffoorr  yyoouurr  ssuuppppoorrtt  aanndd  ffoorr  ssuucchh  aa  wwoonnddeerrffuull  ttiimmee  wwiitthh  aallll  ooff  yyoouu..  ((TThhaannkkss  ffoorr  sshhoowwiinngg  mmee  aallll  

tthhee  wwiilldd  sseeaallss  aanndd  tthhee  rreessccuueedd  oonneess  aatt  yyoouurr  iinnccrreeddiibbllee  ssaannccttuuaarryy))..YYoouu  aarree  ffaannttaassttiicc!!  
    

UUnnffoorrttuunnaatteellyy  dduuee  ttoo  llaacckk  ooff  ttiimmee  iinn  IIrreellaanndd,,  II  wwaass  uunnaabbllee  ttoo  mmeeeett  JJoohhnn  ffrroomm  AARRAANN  aanndd  IIrraattxxee..  BBuutt  tthhaannkk  

yyoouu  ssoo  mmuucchh  ffoorr  yyoouurr  eeffffoorrttss  ttoo  eenndd  tthhee  sseeaall  hhuunntt  iinn  CCaannaaddaa  aanndd  yyoouurr  aaccttiioonnss!!  II  aallssoo  wwaanntt  ttoo  ssppeecciiaallllyy  

tthhaannkk  BBrreennddaann  ffoorr  oorrggaanniizziinngg  aa  rreelleeaassee  ooff  aa  rreessccuueedd  sseeaall  iinn  mmyy  hhoonnoorr,,  aanndd  ttoo  JJoohhnn  CCaarrmmooddyy  ooff  AARRAANN,,  

wwhhoo  oorrggaanniizzeedd  aa  ddeemmoo  ffoorr  mmyy  aarrrriivvaall  iinn  DDuubblliinn,,  aanndd  aallssoo  ttoo  aallll  mmyy  PPoolliisshh  CCoolllleeaagguueess  aanndd  ttoo  BBeerrnnaarrdd  ooff  

AAnniimmaall  FFrriieennddss  CCrrooaattiiaa  ffoorr  hhiiss  aammaazziinngg  hheellpp  aanndd  ssuuppppoorrtt..  

  

TThhaannkkss  ttoo  CCaarrll  SScchhllyytteerr  ffoorr  hhiiss  wwiissee  aaddvviiccee..  

  

AAllssoo  tthhaannkkss  ttoo  AAlliiccee  BBrruucckkeennsstteeiinn  ffoorr  sseennddiinngg  mmee  hheerr  vveerryy  nniiccee  sseeaall  ssoonngg  CCDD''ss  aanndd  sseeaall  ddooccuummeennttaarryy  iinn  

DDVVDD''ss,,  ffoorr  mmee  ttoo  ddeelliivveerr  iinn  EEuurrooppee  aanndd  ttoo  tthhee  HHSSUUSS  ffoorr  sseennddiinngg  mmee  iinnffoorrmmaattiivvee  sshheeeettss..  

    

AAnndd  llaasstt  bbuutt  nnoott  lleeaasstt,,  AA  MMIILLLLIIOONN  TTHHAANNKKSS  ttoo  AAnnnneelliissee  SSoorrgg,,  VViiccee--PPrreessiiddeenntt  ooff  tthhee  CCaannaaddiiaann  MMaarriinnee  

EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt  PPrrootteeccttiioonn  SSoocciieettyy  ffoorr  aallll  hheerr  ssuuppppoorrtt  aanndd  ffoorr  ssppoonnssoorriinngg  tthhiiss  ccaammppaaiiggnn..  WWiitthhoouutt  yyoouu  tthhiiss  

""sseeaall--wwhhaallee  ttoouurr""  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aann  iimmppoossssiibbllee  ttaasskk  ttoo  aacchhiieevvee..  

    

DDzziięękkuujjęę  bbaarrddzzoo,,  GGoo  rraaiibbhh  mmaaiitthh  aaggaatt,,  TThhaannkk  yyoouu!!  
 

 
 



CCAATTCCAA  SSEEAALL  TTOOUURR  IIII  
((AApprriill--MMaayy  22000088)) 

 
TThhiiss  ttiimmee  CCAATTCCAA  oonn  bbeehhaallff  ooff  tthhee  WWeesstteerrnn  CCaannaaddaa  AAnnttii  SSeeaalliinngg  CCooaalliittiioonn//AAttllaannttiicc  AAnnttii  SSeeaalliinngg  CCooaalliittiioonn,,  

wweenntt  bbaacckk  ttoo  EEuurrooppee,,  ttoo  mmeeeett  wwiitthh  MMrr..  AAnnddrreeaass  PPaappppaaccoonnssttaannttiinnaauu,,  tthhee  MMeemmbbeerr  ooff  MMrr..  SSttaavvrrooss  DDiimmaass  

CCaabbiinneett  iinn  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  CCoommmmiissssiioonn  iinn  cchhaarrggee  ooff  tthhee  sseeaall  hhuunntt  iinn  BBrruusssseellss,,  BBeellggiiuumm,,  TThhee  mmeeeettiinngg  wweenntt  

bbeetttteerr  tthhaann  eexxppeecctteedd  tthheerree..  BBeeffoorree  tthhaatt  EErriicckkaa  hhaadd  aa  mmeeeettiinngg  aatt  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  PPaarrlliiaammeenntt  iinn  BBrruusssseellss  wwiitthh  

ssoommee  PPaarrlliiaammeennttaarriiaannss..  

  

TThhee  mmeeeettiinngg  tthhaatt  wwaass  ssuuppppoosseedd  ttoo  llaasstt  2200  mmiinnuutteess  llaasstteedd  aallmmoosstt  22  hhoouurrss..  EErriicckkaa  wwaass  ddeelliigghhtteedd  ttoo  hheeaarr  

tthhaatt  MMrr..  AAnnddrreeaass  eexxppeecctteedd  ttoo  bbee  aa  oonnee  wwaayy  mmeeeettiinngg,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  aafftteerr  tthhee  pprreesseennttaattiioonn  aanndd  ddiissccuussssiinngg  aallll  

sscciieennttiiffiicc  aarrgguummeennttss  aabboouutt  wwhhyy  tthhiiss  hhuunntt  ccaann’’tt  bbee  ddoonnee  iinn  aa  hhuummaannee  wwaayy,,  iitt  iiss  wwaasstteeffuull  aanndd  sseennsseelleessss,,  MMrr..  

AAnnddrreeaass  ssaaiidd  ttoo  EErriicckkaa  tthhaatt  hhee  wwaass  ggooiinngg  ttoo  wwrriittee  aa  lleetttteerr  ttoo  bbee  oonn  MMrr..  SSttaavvrrooss  DDiimmaass  ddeesskk  aa  ccoouuppllee  ooff  

ddaayyss  llaatteerr,,  rreeccoommmmeennddiinngg  tthhaatt  tthhee  EEUU  CCoommmmiissssiioonn  ssuuppppoorrttss  aa  bbaann  oonn  tthhee  ttrraaddee  ooff  sseeaall  pprroodduuccttss.. 
  

AAfftteerr  tthhaatt  EErriicckkaa  wweenntt  ttoo  GGeerrmmaannyy  aanndd  kkeepptt  lloobbbbyyiinngg  iinn  PPoollaanndd  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  CCzzeecchh  RReeppuubblliicc,,  wwhheerree  sshhee  mmeett  

aa  PPaarrlliiaammeennttaarriiaann  aanndd  aa  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  MMiinniissttrryy  ooff  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt.. 
  

TThheenn  EErriicckkaa  wweenntt  ttoo  SSttoocckkhhoollmm,,  SSwweeddeenn  wwhheerree  sshhee  wwaass  iinnvviitteedd  bbyy  tthhee  MMEEPP  CCaarrll  SScchhllyytteerr  ((tthhee  SSwweeddiisshh  

PPaarrlliiaammeennttaarriiaann  wwhhoo  iinniittiiaatteedd  aanndd  pprrooppoosseedd  tthhee  bbaann  aatt  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  PPaarrlliiaammeenntt  iinn  22000066  --  tthhee  FFaatthheerr  ooff  
tthhee  SSeeaall  BBaann)),,  ttoo  hhaavvee  aa  jjooiinntt  NNaattiioonnaall  PPrreessss  CCoonnffeerreennccee  aatt  tthhee  SSwweeddiisshh  PPaarrlliiaammeenntt..    

EErriicckkaa  wwaass  hhoonnoorreedd  ttoo  rreecceeiivvee  ssuucchh  aann  iinnvviittaattiioonn..  
 

IInn  SSwweeddeenn,,  EErriicckkaa  hhaadd  sseevveerraall  mmeeeettiinnggss  wwiitthh  MMEEPP''ss  aanndd  aallssoo  hhaadd  aa  mmeeeettiinngg  aatt  tthhee  MMiinniissttrryy  ooff  AAggrriiccuullttuurree..  
 
 

   
 

  

  

  
 



CATCA SEAL TOUR III 
(October 2008) 

 
After a disastrous start, when I had no choice but to cancel my meetings at the end of September at the 
Ministries of Environment in Bulgaria, Rumania, Spain, Portugal and Slovakia due to lack of funds, I was 
desperate to keep my meetings, so I even asked to borrow money from certain NGO’s that work with 
seal issues, only to get critics for taken on this initiative or to get the $1,000 US/CAD that I requested 
denied. 
 
Luckily, my contacts at the governments understood the situation, and I was able to go back to Europe 
with the help of the amazing support of my colleague Bruce F., my Irish Colleagues of the ISS and ISPCA 
and D. Andrzej Kepel of PTOP Salamandra in Poland.  I managed to keep my new appointments at the 
Ministries of Environment and to meet Secretaries of State, Deputy Ministers and representatives of the 
Ministries of the governments of Portugal, Slovakia, the Czech Republic and Poland in less than a week, 
and from there I went to Spain, where I met people of their government, and among others was the UK, 
Ireland, Italy, France, Rumania, Bulgaria, Hungary, The Netherlands, Belgium, Luxemburg, Denmark, 
Finland, the Baltic Countries, Greece, so on.   
 
I managed to lobby during the IUCN Convention, with each one of those governments where I wasn’t 
able to go on my last two CATCA SEAL TOURS.  
 
This last trip turned out to be a big success, and I had several days to lobby with the decision makers of 
the European Union. Some of these decision makers took my opinions and reports that I submitted 
them, to further discuss the issue a couple of days later with their Ministries of Environment or 
Secretaries of State. 
 

  

  
      LLoobbbbyyiinngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  UUKK                        IInn  SSlloovvaakkiiaa  wwiitthh  mmyy  ccoolllleeaagguueess                            IInn  BBaarrcceelloonnaa,,  dduurriinngg  tthhee  IIUUCCNN  wwhheerree    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    II  mmaannaaggeedd  ttoo  lloobbbbyy  ffoorr  tthhee  sseeaallss          

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    wwiitthh  tthhee  ootthheerr  EEUU  GGoovveerrnnmmeennttss              

  

    

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

CCoonncceerrnnss  aabboouutt  tthhee  CCaannaaddiiaann  sseeaall  hhuunntt  aanniimmaall  wweellffaarree  iissssuueess  
 
 
The European Commission supports the ban on seal products as of a couple of months ago, BUT now as 
a result, the European Parliament has sent to all Ministries of Environment/ Agriculture at the European 
Union, a Proposal of a Resolution asking for their opinions about the issues concerning the seal ban and 
those opinions will affect not only the Canadian seals, but also the ones from Namibia, Norway, Russia 
and Greenland too. Once this Resolution is decided and approved, the seals fate will be in those pages. 
  
My main concern is the “animal welfare” issue…. If the decision makers go for it, they would literally 
condemn all seals! A country like ours could compromise to “kill the seals in a HUMANE way “without 
doing it at all, especially when these decision makers don’t know that for 60 years there has been 
complains, reports of infractions and extremely cruelty on the side of the sealers toward the seals, plus 
the geographic aspects of the hunt and the terrible weather conditions the sealers are exposed to. 
All these facts when added together, just makes it impossible to control and to ensure that the 
veterinarians or that any other official observers, can check that no violations are inflicted. 
  
There are so many aspects of the seal hunt in Canada that can’t make it “humane” at all, when in reality 
this hunt is nothing less than barbaric, but this is what these decision makers understand, so in good 
faith they could just go for that, but then the seal pelts and other seal products could end up in an 
open trade widely at the EU and what would happen is that the seal hunt will ever end!!! 
  
Another reason is that Canada is lobbying right now in Europe trying to convince these decision makers 
that the aboriginal hunt is the same as the commercial hunt, which is not true, but that could mess up 
things for the seals big time, when these Canadians meet politicians who doesn’t know a thing about the 
seal hunt and swallow their words! 
 
Remember that any amount you donate will help the seals and a 100% of your money will go for this 
campaign. 
 
Unfortunately time is running out so there is no time to spare.  
PLEASE DONATE TODAY TO SAVE THE CANADIAN SEALS! 
  
Thank you so much on behalf of our Canadian seals and seals worldwide! 
  
Best regards: 

  

Ericka Ceballos 
Coordinator of the International Campaign for the Total Ban 

on the Trade of Canadian Seal Products at the EU 
President of Campaigns Against The Cruelty to Animals 

Director of the Western Canada Anti Sealing Coalition 
P.O. Box 16021, 617 Belmont Street  

New Westminster BC V3M-6W6 Canada 
E-mail: ericka@catcahelpanimals.org 

www.catcahelpanimals.org  
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