DFO Contributes to Shark Population Declines

The Nova Scotia Humane Society and Animal Rights Collective of Halifax (ARCH) will be holding a public education demonstration to protest this weekend’s shark fishing tournament in Yarmouth, Nova Scotia.

Holding signs that say, “Anywhere but Yarmouth,” two activists, dressed as sharks, will be hitchhiking away from this weekend’s shark fishing tournament in Yarmouth, Nova Scotia.

Where: Main Street, Yarmouth, Nova Scotia   

When:  Friday, Aug. 17 from 4-7pm and Saturday, Aug. 18 from 12-3pm, 2007 

Contact:  Jennifer Surrette – (902) 473-9080 (Cell)  

As another species hits the proverbial chopping block of extinction, DFO ignores their own data and warnings from other scientists by continuing to sanction shark fishing tournaments, which over the past 13 years, has resulted in the death of over two thousand sharks. 

Head shark researcher, Steve Campana, from DFO admits of sharks, “They’re in a lot of trouble around the world.”  

Shark specialist Dr. Rachel Cavanaugh says, “The outlook for sharks is bleak worldwide.” 

A 2003 Dalhousie study, “From 1986-2000, the North Atlantic blue shark [the shark most commonly caught in these tournaments] population has declined by 60%1.”

Despite these warnings, sharks will be the target of this weekend’s 10th Annual Yarmouth Shark Scramble where the person who catches the biggest shark, wins the biggest prize.     

 “The time has come, “ says spokesperson Jennifer Surrette, “for DFO to act responsibly and ban shark fishing tournaments in Nova Scotia.  Animals are not our property. They have their own interests that don’t involve being killed.  Moreover, they suffer greatly when hooked and slowly suffocate to death after an exhausting fight for their lives.  In addition, shark populations have declined to terrifyingly low numbers.  Sadly, this weekend, children will learn that killing for fun and prizes is acceptable. 
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