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Animal Abuse Caught on Tape at Bull Riding Event

Halifax, Nova Scotia – On Saturday, October 7, 2006 two members of Animal Rights Collective of Halifax (ARCH), armed with a video camera, attended Nova Scotia’s first Professional Bull Riding (PBR) event at Exhibition Park.   They witnessed and documented serious and repeated acts of abuse against the bulls including electric prod shocking, tail twisting and pulling, genital crushing, and kicking. 

“This video proves why so many people are speaking out against bull riding events and initiating bull riding bans in their cities, such as Vancouver earlier this year,” says spokeswoman, Bridget Curran from ARCH.  

In a press conference prior to the event, PBR spokespeople claimed that there is no animal abuse at their events.  PBR’s website states, “…PBR members, staff and personnel are fully committed to ensuring the much deserved health, safety and respect of each bull that enters a PBR arena. To mistreat a bull would be a detriment to the sport upon which a bull rider’s own livelihood depends.”  

ARCH members clearly witnessed PBR staff crowding around the bull in a demobilizing unit and aggravating him with electric shocks, tail twisting, flank strap tightening, and other disorienting tactics until he was finally ready to buck.  

PBR has lied to the public about the treatment of their bulls. Clearly, they are deceiving the public out of a vested interest.  

It is for these reasons that a petition to ban bull riding events in HRM has been drafted and is now circulating through the municipality. 

“It is our sincere hope, that people will start listening to the opponents of bull riding and stop attending these events.  Cruelty is inherent in any sporting event that involves animals and bull riding is no exception,” explains ARCH spokesperson Bridget Curran. 
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For more information contact ARCH at arch@archalifax.com or 445-3126 (evening) or 425-6500 ext: 8231 (daytime)
