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L
aurelee B

lanchard is the
D

irector of the L
eilani

Farm
 

Sanctuary 
in

H
aiku. H

er day job is as a suc-
cessful 

R
ealtor®

 
(S) 

w
ith

C
oldw

ell B
anker Island Prop-

erties in M
akaw

ao.
B

lanchard m
oved to M

aui in
1991 from

 C
alifornia w

here
she w

as V
ice President of Lee

&
As

sociates Co
mm

e
rcial Re

-
al Estate Services, Inc. in N

ew
-

port B
each. In C

alifornia, she
volunteered for O

range C
ounty

People for A
nim

als and found-
ed the C

alifornia C
oalition for

Pet Population C
ontrol.

She started the Leilani Farm
Sanctuary as a 501 (c) 3 non-
profit organization to provide
care for rescued anim

als and
hum

ane education for the com
-

m
unity.
T
he Sanctuary is an educa-

tional facility that teaches chil-
dren and adults about anim

als
in a w

ay that changes their per-
spective about them

selves and
the w

orld around them
.

“T
he em

phasis is teaching
children that even though w

e
all look different w

e are all the
sam

e inside,” said B
lanchard.

“E
very living being needs

food, 
w

ater, 
shelter, 

shade,
love, and has language,” she
added. “T

hrough interaction
w

ith anim
als, children learn

forgiveness, courage, strength,

leadership skills, trust, em
pa-

thy, and kindness. The healing
that takes place w

hen children
get together w

ith the anim
als is

m
iraculous.”
R

escued anim
als m

ay not be
deer or goats or other large ani-
m

al, in fact they can be as
sm

all as a chicken.
In 2007 the M

akaw
ao egg

factory closed dow
n, leaving

m
any abandoned hens to die of

thirst and starvation. B
lanchard

and her friends, w
ith perm

is-
sion from

 the groundskeeper,
retrieved m

ore than sixty dying
hens, 

nursed 
them

 
back 

to
health and placed all of them

 in
new

 hom
es.

B
lanchard stays active in

other areas as w
ell. For the past

eight years she has volunteered
as the M

aui D
irector of the

V
egetarian Society of H

aw
aii.

T
he 

V
egetarian 

Society 
of

H
aw

aii hosts m
onthly lectures,

w
hich are free and open to the

public. In all she has coordinat-
ed over a hundred of these
events, attended by a cross-sec-
tion of the M

aui com
m

unity.
K

indness and love are, un-
fortunately, not free. T

o help
pay the bills at the Sanctuary,
B

lanchard donates 25 percent
of her real estate com

m
issions

to the Leilani Farm
 Sanctuary.

If a client calls her w
ith a re-

quirem
ent that is out of her

area of expertise she w
ill refer

the client to another agent and
donate her referral fee to the
sanctuary.

A
t the sanctuary, there are

rolling green pastures for goats
and donkeys to graze, hun-
dreds of trees for the cats to
clim

b, a botanical garden for
rabbits, and jungle environ-
m

ents for the chickens to ex-
plore. A

s B
lanchard describes

it, “The sanctuary is truly a par-

adise for anim
als w

ho have
been rescued from

 a life of
deprivation and now

 have an
opportunity to enjoy a bit of
heaven right here on earth.
L
eilani Farm

 Sanctuary is a
healing place for anim

als and
hum

ans alike.”
C

urrently, the L
eilani Farm

Sanctuary is hom
e to eight

goats, tw
elve cats, forty chick-

ens, five rabbits and tw
o don-

keys. O
ne of the goats had

been tied up alone for ten

years. O
ne of the donkeys w

as
rescued after being kept under
the 

dark 
craw

l 
space 

of 
a

house. Som
e of the rabbits be-

cam
e unw

anted after E
aster.

R
ichard the rooster escaped

from
 a cockfighting com

pound
and m

ost of the cats w
ere res-

cued after people abandoned
them

.
L
eilani Farm

 Sanctuary is
providing our com

m
unity w

ith
another exam

ple of how
 one

dedicated individual w
ith A

lo-
ha in their heart can change the
w

orld and m
ake it a better

place for all of us.
T
he Sanctuary provides a

unique hands-on experience
that is not only thought pro-
voking but also stim

ulates so-
cial and em

otional grow
th. It

teaches 
children 

and 
adults

how
 to be em

pathetic and com
-

passionate.
In 

m
eeting 

its 
m

ission,
L
eilani Farm

 Sanctuary m
ay

be as valuable a gift for the
people w

ho com
e to visit as it

is for the anim
als w

ho receive
their attention and care.

Farm
 

tours 
are 

offered
W

ednesdays at 4 p.m
. and Sat-

urdays at 10 a.m
. A

 $10 tax-
deductible donation is request-
ed for the tour and reservations
are 

required. 
C

ontact
info@

leilanifarm
sanctuary.org

or call 298-8544. Y
ou can al-

so 
visit 

their 
w

ebsite 
at

w
w

w
.leilanifarm

sanctuary.org

Leilani Farm
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 A M
akaw

ao sanctuary for rescued anim
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Laurelee B
lanchard holds a young G

oat that w
as rescued by the Leilani Farm

 S
anctuary in

H
aiku after its m

other had died.




